Adult assault as a mechanism of burn injury.
Assault by burning is an often unappreciated cause of burn injury. One hundred forty-eight of 3678 adults admitted to a major burn center with acute burn injuries sustained their burns as a result of an assault by another adult. High-risk groups included blacks and alcohol abusers. Patients were extremely reductant to describe the cause of their injury and to identify their assailant. In contrast to child abuse, very few cases go to court due to the patient's failure to press charges. There was no typical burn pattern, although the injury often did not coincide with the initial medical history. The presence of multiple trauma, occurring in 16% of these patients, must be excluded in the assaulted patient.